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The trots finest ready for Victoria’s Championships  
 
Racing lovers will be glued to the Trots Country Cups Carnival like rarely before with the Victorian 
championships to be the heartbeat of a stunning season of free-for-all racing. 
 
Kicking off bright and early with the September 27 Kilmore Pacing Cup, which has for the first time been 
moved to the Thursday night before the AFL Grand Final parade public holiday, the carnival will feature the 
25-leg Trots Country Cups Championship and 24-leg Maori’s Idol Trotting Championship. 
 
The carnival will be a fantastic showcase of the sport’s elite racing, the participants’ unbridled talent, the 
clubs’ tireless members and Victoria’s rich diversity, said HRV General Manager of Racing Stephen Bell. 
 
“There is nothing like the atmosphere of a cup night, which is often a chance for communities to come 
together and for our participants and horses to show their wares,” Mr Bell said. “The Championships will be a 
great chance to get out and enjoy the greats of the track and catch up with the grass roots people that help 
make these nights such a success.” 
 
Trots Clubs Victoria CEO Toby McKinnon said cup day was the lifeblood of the association’s clubs and would 
again showcase the sport through each host’s unique style. 
 
“For the clubs, cup day has always been their pride and joy, it’s their chance to not only draw their local 
communities to the sport, but to celebrate the trots with participants and members,” Mr McKinnon said. “I 
love nothing better than hitting the road and enjoying the different tastes that each cup offers, which are 
always unique to their area and present the sport in its finest light.” 
 
The chase for success is likely to be as keenly fought as ever with Victoria to be the centre of the sport, luring 
interstate and international visitors to October’s Pryde’s EasiFeed Victoria Cup, December’s Inter Dominion  
pacing and trotting series and January’s TAB Summer of Glory. 
 
The Championships will run throughout those Grand Circuit peaks and that means only the best will be able 
to lay claim to the $25,000 Trots Country Cups Championship and the $10,000 Maori’s Idol Trotting 
Championship, which reward quality and consistency across a new points-based structure. 
 
At each cup meeting five points will be awarded to the victor, three to the second-placed runner and two 
points for finishing third, while for the first time each cup runner will be attributed a championship point. 
 
After the finales at Warragul on April 21 (pacing) and Bendigo on June 7 (trotting) the Championship winners 
will be celebrated, joining a distinguished list that includes 2017-18 victors Shadow Sax (pacing) and Regal 
Pepperell (trotting). 
 
Pam Hockham, owner-breeder of Shadow Sax, said the country cups circuit was “wonderful”, adding “the 
country people are so kind and lovely”. “Winning the bonus at the end of the country cups season was just 
fantastic,” Mrs Hockham said. “It, along with the whole carnival, is just a really good idea.” 
 
For more details on the Championship head to www.trotscountry.com.au 
 
 
-ENDS- 
 
 

mailto:mhoward@hrv.org.au


To request an interview or for futher media enquiries contact: 
HRV Media & Communications Content Editor Michael Howard on mhoward@hrv.org.au, 03 8378 0286  

 

mailto:mhoward@hrv.org.au

